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314.1  PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

Vehicle pursuits expose innocent citizens, law enforcement officers and fleeing violators to the 

risk of serious injury or death. The primary purpose of this policy is to provide deputies with 

guidance in balancing the safety of the public and themselves against law enforcement's duty to 

apprehend violators of the law. Another purpose of this policy is to minimize the potential for 

pursuit-related collisions. Vehicular pursuits require deputies to exhibit a high degree of common 

sense and sound judgment. Deputies must not forget that the immediate apprehension of a suspect 

is generally not more important than the safety of the public and pursuing deputies (Minn. Stat. § 

626.8458 Subd. 1). 

314.1.1  PHILOSOPHY 

Deciding whether to pursue a motor vehicle is a critical decision that must be made quickly and 

under difficult and unpredictable circumstances. In recognizing the risk to public safety created by 

vehicle pursuits, no deputy or supervisor shall be criticized or disciplined for deciding not to engage 

in a vehicle pursuit due to the risk involved. This includes circumstances where Department policy 

would permit the initiation or continuation of the pursuit. It is recognized that vehicle pursuits are 

not always predictable and decisions made pursuant to this policy will be evaluated according to the 

totality of the circumstances reasonably available at the time of the pursuit (Minn. Stat. § 626.8458 

Subd. 1). 

Deputies must remember that the most important factors to the successful conclusion of a pursuit 

are proper self-discipline and sound professional judgment. Deputies conduct during the course of a 

pursuit must be objectively reasonable; that is, what a reasonable deputy would do under the 

circumstances. An individual’s unreasonable desire to apprehend a fleeing suspect at all costs has 

no place in professional law enforcement pursuit (Minn. Stat. § 626.8458 Subd. 2 (2)). 

314.2  DEFINITIONS 

Definitions related to this policy include: 

Blocking or vehicle intercept - A slow-speed coordinated maneuver where two or more law 

enforcement vehicles simultaneously intercept and block the movement of a suspect vehicle, the 

driver of which may be unaware of the impending enforcement stop, with the goal of containment 

and preventing a pursuit. Blocking is not a moving or stationary road block. 

Boxing-in - A tactic designed to stop a violator's vehicle by surrounding it with law enforcement 

vehicles and then slowing all vehicles to a stop. 

Pursuit Intervention Technique (PIT) - A low-speed maneuver intended to terminate the pursuit 

by causing the violator's vehicle to spin out and come to a stop. 



Ramming - The deliberate act of impacting a violator's vehicle with another vehicle to functionally 

damage or otherwise force the violator's vehicle to stop. 

Roadblocks - A tactic designed to stop a violator's vehicle by intentionally placing a vehicle or other 

immovable object in the path of the violator's vehicle. 

Spikes or tack strips - A device that extends across the roadway and is designed to puncture the 

tires of the pursued vehicle. 

Vehicle pursuit - An event in which a peace officer attempts to apprehend a driver who ignores the 

signal to stop by increasing speed, extinguishing headlights or taillights, refusing to stop the vehicle, 

or using other means with intent to attempt to elude a peace officer (Minn. Stat. § 609.487). 

314.3  DEPUTY RESPONSIBILITIES 

It is the policy of this department that a vehicle pursuit shall be conducted with at least one flashing 

red warning lamp visible from the front and a siren that is sounded when necessary to warn 

pedestrians or other drivers (Minn. Stat. § 169.17; Minn. Stat. § 169.68). 

 


